' ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
073030.0130 



PATENT APPLICATION 
09/658,239 



2 



IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all claims have been presented v^hether or not 
an amendment has been made. 



providing a set of predetermined function definitions, at least one of said 
predetermined function definitions defining a function for manipulating image data; 

preparing a project definition, said project definition operable when executed to 
process said image data and including: a plurality of function portions v^hich each correspond 
to one of said function definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port 
and at least one output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding 
function definition; a further portion which includes a source portion identifying a data 
source and defining an output port through which said image data fi-om the data source can be 
produced, and which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining 
an input port through which said image data can be supplied to the data destination; and 
binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective said 
input port with one of said output ports; and 

transmitting through a communications link fi-om a first end thereof to a second end 
thereof a communication from a user which causes one of storing and execution of the project 
definition at said second end of the communications link; 

wherein said execution of the project definition operates at least in part to manipulate 
said image data according to said one predetermined function definition. 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein said preparing step is 
carried out at said first end of said communications link, and wherein said transmitting step 
includes the step of including said project definition within said communication transmitted 
through said communications link. 

3. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, including the step of configuring 
said communications link to include a network. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, including the step of configuring 
said network to include a portion of the Intemet. 

5. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, including the step of selecting said 
first and second ends of said communications link to be physically remote locations. 



1. 



(Previously presented) A method, comprising the steps of: 
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6. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, including the step of responding to 
said communication from said first end of said communications link by storing said project 
definition, and including the step of subsequently executing said project definition in 
response to receipt of a further commvuiication through a communications link. 

7. (Original) A method according to Claim 6, including the steps of configuring 
said communications link through which said fiirther communication is received to include a 
network; and using a network browser program to generate said further communication. 

8. (Original) A method according to Claim 6, including the step of causing said 
communication which effects storing and said communication which initiates execution to be 
sent by respective different users. 

9. (Original) A method according to Claim 8, including the step of causing said 
communication which effects storing and said communication which initiates execution to be 
sent through respective different communications links. 

10. (Original) A method according to Claim 6, including the step of causing said 
communication which effects storing and said communication which initiates execution to be 
sent through the same communications link. 
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11. (Previously presented) A computer-readable medium encoded with a 
computer program which recognizes a set of predetermined function definitions, at least one 
of said predetermined function definitions defining a function for manipulating image data, 
said program being operable when executed to facilitate: 

preparation of a project definition, said project definition operable when executed to 
process said image data and including: a plurality of function portions which each correspond 
to one of said function definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port 
and at least one output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding 
function definition; a further portion which includes a source portion identifying a data 
source and defining an output port through which said image data firom the data source can be 
produced, and which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining 
an input port through which said image data can be supplied to the data destination; and 
binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective said 
input port with one of said output ports; and 

transmission of a communication through a communications link from a first end 
thereof to a second end thereof, said communication causing one of storing and execution of 
the project definition at said second end of the communications link; 

wherein said execution of the project definition operates at least in part to manipulate 
said image data according to said one predetermined function definition. 

12. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 11, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to facilitate said preparation of said project definition at 
said first end of said communications link, and to facilitate inclusion of said project definition 
within said communication transmitted through said communications link. 

13. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 11, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to use a network as a portion of said communications 
link. 

14. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 13, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to use part of the Intemet as a portion of said network. 

15. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 11, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to facilitate said transmission of said communication 
when said first and second ends of said communications link are at physically remote 
locations. 
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16. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 1 1, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to facilitate said transmission of said communication in a 
manner which effects storing said project definition, said project definition being 
subsequently executed in response to a fiirther communication sent through a 
communications link. 

17. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 16, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to use a network as a portion of said communications 
link, and to facilitate use of a network browser program to generate said fiirther 
communication. 

18. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 16, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to permit said communication which effects storing and 
said communication which initiates execution to be sent by respective different users. 

19. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 18, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to permit said communication which effects storing and 
said communication which initiates execution to be sent through respective different 
communications links. 

20. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 16, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to permit said communication which effects storing and 
said communication which initiates execution to be sent through the same communications 
link. 
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21. (Previously presented) A method, comprising the steps of: 

providing a set of predetermined function definitions, at least one of said 
predetermined function definitions defining a function for manipulating image data; 

preparing a project definition, said project definition operable when executed to 
process said image data and including: a plurality of function portions which each correspond 
to one of said function definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port 
and at least one output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding 
function definition; a further portion which includes a source portion identifying a data 
source and defining an output port through which said image data from the data source can be 
produced, and which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining 
an input port through which said image data can be supplied to the data destination; and 
binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective said 
input port with one of said output ports; and 

transmitting through a communications link firom a first end thereof to a second end 
thereof a communication from a user which causes one of storing and execution of the project 
definition at said second end of the communications link; 

wherein said preparing step is carried out at said first end of said communications 
link, and wherein said transmitting step includes the step of including said project definition 
within said communication transmitted through said communications link; 

wherein said execution of the project definition operates at least in part to manipulate 
said image data according to said one predetermined function definition. 
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